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GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE. 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
Jackson, Miss., January 8th, 1878. 


"Zo the Senate and House of Representatives : 


GENTLEMEN: As the Legislative Department of the 
“Government, you have assembled in regular session for 
the purpose of considering measures to promote the public 
welfare. Many questions of grave importance will come 
before you. Fresh from the people, you are their repre- 
-sentatives in fact. Assured that you realize the weighty 
responsibility of your position, and that your session will 
be characterized by wisdom, prudence, harmony and pa- 
‘triotism, I congratulate our great Commonwealth upon 
‘the auspicious circumstances under which you have con- 
vened, and invoke the blessings of Heaven upon your 
-déliberations. 
During the past year, general peace and quiet have 
"prevailed. With few exceptions, confined to one or two 
‘localities, no disturbance’ have occurred, the laws have 
‘been enforced, and the courts have protected the citizen 
-in his life, person and property. Local self-government 
has been sufficient to preserve the peace, and to secure 
to our people the blessings of good government. The 
‘wisdom of the legislation of your predecessors, enacted 
‘in the memorable session of 1876, and in the session of 
1877, is seen in the prosperous and satisfactory condition 
-of every Department, and in the general content and sat- 
‘isfaction of the people of all classes and races. The 
finances of the State are in a more satisfactory condition 
than at any period during the past eight years, and ample 
opportunity is afforded to every educable child to receive 
-a¢good English education in the free public schools. It is 
grue, there is considerable complaint of prostration in 
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business circles, but the prostration is due to other causes. 
than that of public legislation. The history of the State 
during the past few years, is familiar to the country. It 
‘ was not reasonable to expect that, within a few years, 
our people could entirely , recover ‘from the effects of 
events that prostrated every interest, and reduced to pov- 
erty, and oftentimes to absolute want and suffering, 
many of those who had before possessed plenty, and had 
the means to gratify every wish. 

Much has been accomplished within the past two years. 
Taxes, for State purposes, have been reduced from 14 
mills on the dollar in 1874, and 94, in 1875, to 64 in 1876, 
and 5 in 1877. Reductions equally as great have been 
made in the matter of county taxation, and within a short. 
time, when the indebtedness of the State and counties: 
shall have been discharged—indebtness which existed: - 
prior to the Ist of January, 1876—-the taxes to be paid by 
the people will be reduced to a rate which will compare 
most favorably with that of any other State in the Union.. 
The warrants of the State are at par, and have been since 
the first day of January, 1877. As stated, taxation has. 
been greatly reduced in every county, and where indebt- 
edness existed two years ago, it has been either entirely 
extinguished, or greatly lessened. 

Frequent complaints have come to me of occasional 
acts ot lawlessness in two or three of the South-western 
counties of the State. The better class of the citizens— 
who are greatly in the majority in these counties—are op- 
posed to lawlessness, but are powerless to prevent it in 
many instances. The lawless persons operate secretly, 
and at night, and before their deeds have become known 
to those who might pursue them and bring them to justice, 
they have dispersed, and no trace of them can be found. 
These persons generally act in sparsely settled communi- 
ties. Although in the minority, and composed mostly of 
irresponsible persons, yet these lawless elements should 
be made to teel the strong arm of the Government, and 
the guilty parties should be punished with the utmost se- 
verity. A few evil, lawless men can bring reproach upon 
the Government, and cause more harm to its reputation 
than the entire law-abiding element can repair. I ask 
the attention of the Legislature to.the complaints from 
the localities mentioned, ‘and suggest rigorous measures 
to bring the lawless persons to a sense of their duties. 
The ordinary remedies have, thus far, been inadequatato 
meet the emergency. Itis due, not only to the State’s. 
fair name, but to the people in the immediate neighbor- 
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hoods—who necessarily suffer in person and property— 
that the lawless bands be broken up, and that such pun- 
ishment:be administered as will force them hereafter to 


: ‘obey the laws and deport themselves as good citizens. 


it might be well to send a Legislative Committee to the 
south-western tier of counties, to personally investigate 
the condition of affairs, and to suggest such legislation as 
may be necessary in the premises. Unless the courts can 
punish, I am powerless, without additional legislation. 
_ The complaints are confined to a few neighborhoods in a 
particular locality. The laws are enforced elsewhere, all 
over the State, and order prevails; it is a reproach to the 
entire State that in even one section the laws can be vio- 
Yated with impunity. And men should receive very slight 
consideration who openly defy the laws, and who are 
utterly indifferent to the reproach which their lawlessness 
may bring, not alone to themselves and their counties, 
‘but to the people of every portion of the State. 
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THE PUBLIC REVENUES. 


As the fiscal year closes on ne 31st of December, the . 
Auditer of Public Accounts and State Treasurer have 
found itimpossible to have their reports complete and 
weady to be transmited to you on the first day of your ses- 
sion. An examination of the books in the offices of the 
‘two officers named shows that the finances: of the State 
arein a most satisfactory condition. The Government is 
being administered upon a basis of economy, and the 
‘spirit of retrenchment and reform, inaugurated by your . 
predecessors two years ago, seems to pervade every De- 
partment. 

During 1877, the receipts into the Treasury, from all 
sources, were $865, 327.47. The disbursements, during the 
same period, were $562,084.69. In 1877,the bonded debt 
-of the State, to the amount of $305,650, was paid, besides 
$105,868 interest on the said debt. Certificates of indebt- 
edness were cancelled to the amount of $22,785. Bonds 
were issued to the 31st of December to the amount of 
$205,000. On the 1st day ot January, 1877, the bonded 
debt of the’ State was $710,900; on the 1st of January, 
1878, the bonded debt was $608,500, as follows, to-wit: 
Bonds due January 1, 1878, $149,900; bonds due January 
1, 1879, $149,250; bonds due January 1, 1880, $81,950 ; 
honds due January 1, 1896, (Agricultural Land Scrip 
Fund), $227, 150. 
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The State tax on realty, 1876, was..........6..scse06 $523,371.82" 
The State tax on realty, 1877, was ................... AT4,75 7.78 
Decrease for 1877 o.oo... ie cececeseeeceeeveoes $148,614.04- 
The State tax on personalty, 1876, was............ $232,686.66 
The State tax on personalty, 1877, was......... 159,948.00" 
Decrease for 1877.00.00. cece $ 72.743.66: 


INDEBTEDNESS OF THE STATE. 


On the 1st day of December, 1876, the entire ag- 
gregate indebtedness of the State was reported as. 
being $3,226,847.43. This estimate included the amounts- 
due Chickasaw and Common School Funds, all bonds, in- 
terest on school funds, bonds, insurance deposits, etc. 
The total debt proper, was $1,100,605.22. This latter sum, 
was obtained bv substracting from the amgunt first named 
above, the debts due the two school funds, the cash bal- 
ance in the Treasury and the Railroad Warrants in the- 
Treasury, which are owned by the State. The total debt 
proper of the State, on the 1st day of the present month, 
is less than $600,000. 

I do not entertain any doubt but that you will be as- 
economical as were ‘your predecessors in 1876 and 1877, 
and that, by the wisdom and prudence ‘of ner officers of 
the different Departments, both State and county, Missis- 
sippi will continue to have in the future what she has en- 
joyed for the past two years, a Government economically 
administered. 


PUBLIC EDUCATION. 


The Report of the State Superientendent of Public- 
Education, which will be shortly transmitted to you, will 
show that the public schools and universities of the State- 
are in a flourishing condition, and that every class of oum 
people is manifesting great interest in the cause of edu- 
cation. The system of public schools is, as it were, in a 
trial state :—yet we should congratulate ourselves that so. 
much has been done, and that the future promises so. 
much. In no section is there any opposition to the edu- , 
cation by the State of the youth of both races, and within. 
afew years, we may confidently expect to see securely 
established a system which will place the free schools of 
Mississippi in the front rank with those of the older 
States ot the Union. I repeat what was said in my lass, 


= \ 7 x 
Annual Message, “that every effort calculated to improve 
the means and opportunities of education, shall receive 
from me most cheerful encouragement and substantial 
support.” 

The number ot E children in the State, is, whites, 
150,660; colored, 174,001; total, 324,661. The number in 
schools, in 59 counties, (reports not ‘having been received 
from the remaining 16 counties,) is, whites, 77,613; col- 
ored, 69,271; total, 146,884. ‘Number of teachers em- 
ployed in 59 ‘counties; 3,761. Receipts for past scholastic 
year, from 58 counties, (exclusive of universities and nor- 
mal schools,) $456,898 244; expenditures in same, $443,- 
857 354. Average number of days taught, during scho- 
lastic year, in cities and towns, 80.7. Average number. 
. of days taught, outside of cities and towns, 77.2. In addi- 
tion to these general statistics, a brief mention of the 
condition and prospects of the Universities and Normal 
Schools may not be uninteresting. 


University of Mississippi. 


During the present session, 1877-78, there have been 
admitted, at the University of Mississippi, 391 students, 
_31 of the number being law students, and the remainder, 
3860, being in the College and High School. During the 
session of 1876-7, the total number in attendance was 114. 
The University has employed the following corps of in-. 
structors: A Chancellor, 8 Professors, Principal of High 
School, 4 Tutors, and 4 members of the senior class as 
special tutors. A prosperous future seems to be dawning 
upon the University. It has a start which, with wise 
management, and a liberal policy, will make it the great 
leading school of the South-west. In addition to the sum 
necessary to meet current expenses, an appropriation 
should be made for improvements. The wants of the in- 
stitution will be made known to you, and I ask at your 
hands most careful consideration of the same. Legisla- 
tion on the sale of intoxicating liquors in the vicinity of 
the University should be made as perfect as possible. 


Alcorn University. 


The number of students at Alcorn University, during 
the past academic year, 1876-7, was 83, being about fifty 
per cent. more than the enrollment of the previous year. 
The number at present in attendance, is 48. It is confi-. 
dently expected that, during the present month, the num- 
ber will be increased to 90, and before the’ close of the | 
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session to 100 and over. . The absence of a greater num- 
ber of students at this University, is not the result of in- 
difference on the part of the colored people,,but simply 
in consequence of their poverty. “The price of board has 
been reduced to $1.00 per week, and everything else is 
now on à corresponding scale of cheapness. Money to 
pay the fixed salaries of the President and the three Pro- 
fessors, is all that is now drawn from the general fund, 
as enough is realized from the products of the University 
farm to pay all other expenses. There is no reason why 
this institution should not realize the high hopes enter- 
tained by its friends. 


Holly Springs Normal School. 


This School is reported as being ina better condition 
than at any previous time inits history. The number of 
pupils in attendance is 88. Out of the annual appropri-. 
ation of last year, to pay current expenses, the sum of 
_ $3851 was, by direction of the Trustees, expended for 
necessary and urgent repairs upon the building., The 
balance, $2,648 50, is reported as inadequate to pay the 
teachers’ salaries and defray the expenses of books, fuel, 
etc. [recommend that a sufficient sum be appropriated 
to replace the amount.expended for repairs. 


Tougaloo University. 


The number of pupils enrolled during the present ses- 
sion, in the Normal School Department of the University, 
at Tougaloo, w was 106, average monthly attendance, 50. 
The Actrelating to a Normal Depar tment at Tougaloo Uni- 
versity, and creating a State Board of Trustees, empowered 
the Board to employ a principal and such assistant teach.. 
ers as might be necessary, and fix the salary of each, and 
prescribe their several duties. The Board has power to re- 
move either principal or assistants for good and sufficient 
cause, and to appoint òthers in their stead, and to pre- 
scribe the various books to be used, ete. As is known. 
Tougaloo University was established, and is maintained 
chiefly, by the American Missionary Society, with head 
quarters in New York. Recently, the society has refused 
to permit the State Board of Trustees to exercise such 
control over the Normal Department as was contemplated 
and intended by the Legislature. The Society insists upon 
being allowed to appoint teachers for the department 
sustained by State appropriation, and to make such 
changes in the Faculty as it may wish. On the 21st of 
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December last, the Board of Tr ustees, at a full meeting, 
recommended that, as the authority ot the Board, in the 
management and control of the Normal Department, had 
been “ignored and denied by the American Missionary 
Society. thus rendering co-operation on the part of the 
State impracticable, no further appropriation should ‘be 
made to said Institution. The Board further recom. 

mended that, should an appropriation be made, it should 
be as a supplement to what is being done by the 
American Missionary Society, and that the law creating” 
a State Board of Trustees be repealed, inasmuch as the 
Board is not allowed to exercise any of the powers con- 
ferred upon it by the statute. It occurs to me that, in- 
stead of supporting the Normal Department at Tougaloo, 
it would be better to establish a Normal school in Central 
Mississippi, or on the line of the Mobile and Ohio Rail- 

road, the property of which should be owned by the 
State, and the affairs managed entirely by a State Board, 

upon the plan of the Normal School at Holly Springs, 
which is doing faithful work in the education of our col- 
' ored youth, and in training them for teachers. 

Through the efforts of the State Superintendent of Ed- 
ucation and District Attorney Booth, of the 11th District, 
the sum of $500 has been realized from one of the sureties 
on the bond of T. W. Cardoza, who was Treasurer of the 
Normal Department of Tougaloo University, and who had 
appropriated to his own use the sum of '$2, 249.47, out 
of the appropriation for 1874. 

At the beginning of the past scholastic year, many of 
the counties were deeply in debt, and their school war- 
rants greatly depreciated in value, in many instances nòt 
commanding as much as fifty cents on the dollar. This 
indebtedness was caused mainly by the spirit of specula- 
tion indulged in by many persons whose positions fur- 
nished opportunities for speculation. The State Superin- 
tendent has encouraged a policy looking to the adoption 
by the school system of the cash basis. Much has been 
accomplished by him. In all the counties, the school 
debt has been greatly reduced, and in many entirely 
liquidated. At the same time, it is believed that the 
schools have been as ESEYE ‘or more so, than in any. 
former year. 

Section 2, of the Act of February 1, 1877, entitled “An 
Act in relation to the „appointment of Coùnty Superin- 
tendents of Public Education,” makes it the duty of the 
State Board of Education, when the term of office of 
county superintendent shall expire during the recess ot 
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the Legislature, or between the regular sessions, to 
appoint successors during the sessions previous to the ex- 
piration of such term, to take effect after the expiration of 
the term of the incumbent. As the Legislature, after its 
present session, will only meet biennially, and as the effect 
of the section mentioned will be to require the appointment 
of superintendents, in many instances, for terms to begin 
two years after appointment, some modification of the 


section may be proper. 2 


CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS. 


The Reports of the Superintendents of the Lunatic 
Asylum, Deaf and Dumb Institute, and Institute for the 
Blind, will show that the past year has been one of un- 
usual prosperity with the charitable institutions of the 
State. Hach institution has been filled almost to its ut- 
most capacity, and the affairs have been well and econom- 
ically managed. 

Lunatic Asylum . ` 


The number of patients in the Lunatic Asylum, at the 
beginning of 1877, was 336; number admitted during the 
year, 108; total number present, 444; number discharged 
recovered, 35; discharged improved, 1; died,17; number 
remaining at the end of the year, males, 188; females, 
208; total at present in the Asylum, 391. The number 
' of recoveries is equal to, if not above the average of other 
years, while the number of deaths is much below, being 
‘less than four per cent. of those under treatment. In al- 
most every instance, death was caused by incurable 
diseases, chiefly consumption, epilepsy, ete. The health 
of the institution has been most excellent, there having 
been very few cases of acute disease. The expenditures 
for 1877, for the support of the Asylum, amounted to 
$58,900, leaving a balance on hand, December 31st, of 
$1,219.37. The balance on hand, January 1, 1877, was 

$2,419.37; the appropriation, for 1877, was $55,000; and 
tae the year, $2,700 was received from pay patients. 
The expenditures were far below the average of other State 
institutions for the insane, each patient having cost the 
State $168,00 for the year, including board, clothing, med- 
icine, fuel and wages. This result has been accomplished 
by the practice of the most rigid economy, and by pur- 
chasing supplies in the cheapest markets at wholesale 
prices. A saving of from 25 or 40 per cent. has been made 
by purchasing in the way mentioned. 

The new wing was opened for the reception of patients 
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on the 15th of August last, and has been supported out of 
the general fund, no appropriation having’ been made. 
The full capacity of the Asylum will accommodate 410 pa- 
tients. There are now 391 present. It is thought that, 
within a few weeks, the full number that can be accom- 
modated will bein the Asylum. For the present year, 
it will be necessary to increase the appropriation for the 
support of the Asylum. 

In view of the fact that the Asylum will soon be 
crowded to its utmost capacity, the Legislature, at its 
present session, should devise some plan to provide for 
those who will seek admission during the next two years. 
If it should be deemed inexpedient to erect additional 
buildings, the Act of March 4, 1875, entitled, “An Act to 
amend the law regulating the admission of patients into, 
and their discharge from the State Lunatic Asylum,” 
should be so amended as to make it compulsory upon the 
officers named! therein to discharge the duties imposed 
upon them. There are now in the Asylum many chronic, 
harmless and incurable patients whose places should be 
taken. by those who are curable and violent. The Super- 
intendent reports that Boards of Supervisors and Sheriffs 
generally ignore the notification provided for in section 
ofthe Act mentioned. Unless something be done at your 
present session, the day is not far off when the insane 
will necessarily be denied admission into the Asylum. 


Deaf and Dumb Institute. ' 


During 1877, the average-attendance of pupils at the 
Deaf and Dumb Iustitute was 89. There are at present 
41 in attendance, with almost absolute certainty that the 
number will be increased to 50 during the present month. 
The Institute is greatly straitened for room. The 
Trustees may ask for an appropriation for the erection of a 
new wing for the better accommodation of the female 
pupils. If they should do so, I commend their request to 
your consideration. The Legislature should authorize the 
Public Printers to publish two or three hundred copies of 
. the Reports of the officers of the Deaf and Dumb Institute 
and Blind (in addition to the regular number) for the use of 
the officers. These two institutions are noble State char- 
ities, and knowledge of their existence and advantages 
cannot be too widely disseminated among our people. 
Circulation of the Reports is the cheapest way of adver- 
tising. The deaf and dumb and blind of the State have 
offered them, at public expense, the-means of securing an 
education and useful trades, which will enable them to 
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become less helpless than they would otherwise be. They 
should be invited and urged to avail themselves of the 
opportunity. 

. Institute for the Blind. 


There were 29 registered pupils in the Institute for the 
Blind, on-the 1st day of January. The average attend- 
ance during 1877 was 26. I ask your attention to the 
wants of this institution in the way of repairs, and will 
repeat the suggestion made in my last Annual Message in 
regard to the State or counties furnishing the means of 
transportation to the indigent blind and deaf and dumb. 
A bill passed one of the legislative bodies in 1877, in 
accordance with the view expressed, but was not acted 
upon in the other body, for lack of time. I trust the 
necessary legislation will be enacted at your present, ses- 
sion. 


TBE STATE PENITENTIARY. 


© On the ist day of December last, there were in the 
State Penitentiary, 1012 convicts, of whom 112 were 
white, and 900 colored. Of the total number, 623 were 
received from Dec. 1, 1876, to Dec. 1, 1877. During the 
same period, there ‘were 94 escapes and 50 deaths. 
The Superintendent reports that there has been much 
sickness among the convicts inside the walls, during the 
past year; but very few deaths, only ten persons having 
died. At present, the health of those confined inside the 
walls is excellent. Late reports from the convicts who 
are workéd outside the walls, show that their health is 
good. The number of deaths, outside the walls, was 40, . 
of whom 4 were killed while attempting to escape, 1 
was accidentally killed, and 3 were drowned. The treat- 
ment of convicts, both inside and outside the walls, has 
been, and is, kind and humane; the clothing and food 
furnished them are in sufficient quantity and of good 
quality. ) 

Under the Act of January 31, 1877, I approved, on the 
11th day of September last, a contract for repairs of the 
Penitentiary buildings, entered into between-.the Super- 
intendent, on the part of the State, and the Lessees. 
Under the contract, the Lessees are to do the repairs 
necessary to be made on the main walls around the build- 
ings, and other repairs, according to the original plans 
furnished by J. Willis, Architect, in 1872. For making 
the repairs, the Lessees are to be allowed the sum of 
$22,391,56, to be credited to them on their lease. Work 
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on the walls and buildings in accordance with the contract, 
is in progress. - - 

All of the convicts of the State are now in the posses- 
sion of the Lessees of the Penitentiary, Col. E. Richard- 
son having surrendered, on the Ist instant, the 150 whom 
he held under a contract with Messrs. French & Jobes, the , 
Lessees under the Act of February 26th, 1875. | f 


COMMISSIONER OF SWAMP LANDS. 


Under the Act of February 1, 1877, entitled “ An Act 
to revise, amend and consolidate the varioas Acts relative 
to Swamp Lands,” etc., I appointed, on the 1st of April, 
John M. Smylie, of Hinds county, as Commissioner of 
Swamp Lands. Mr. Smylieisa gentleman of considerable 
experience in the matter of Swamp Lands, and is emin- 
ently qualified for the position to which he was appointed. . 
From his Report, which I transmit to you, it will be seen 
that he has: sold 12,750.88 acres, and has paid into the 
treasury the sum of $3,187.47, 151 Patents were issued 
under the Act of February 1, for lands sold under the Act 
of 1852. ` There remain 176,000 acres of Swamp Lands 
subject to sale. 

‘I commend to your careful consideration the recom- 
mendations made by the Commissioner in his Report. I 
recommend the absolute repeal of the Acts, of whatever 
date, reiating to the: “Pearl River Navigation. and Im- 
provement Company.” These Acts sought to pepetrate 
great frauds upon the State, and some legislation is neces- 
sary to remove the evils which they accomplished. The 
conditional grants to the Company embraces about 120,- 
000. acres of land. 

During the past two or three months, great suffering: 
and loss have been caused to the citizens living on the 
Gulf Coast, by the seizure of logs, lumber, naval stores, 
etc., by the officers of the United States Government. A 
special agent of the Department of the Interior obtained 
writs of seizure, alleging that the logs, stores, etc., had 
been taken from United States lands. Tie State had 
replevied the property, the Commissioner of Swamp Lands 
being convinced, as he reports, that if depredations has 
been committed, they had been upon State lands. The 
suits in replevin are.now pending. The action of the 
United States authorities has btought great suffering to a 
large number of our citizens, whose daily support depends 
upon the commerce of the gulf. coast. At one time, 
under orders from the Secretary of the Treasury, all ship- 
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ments from the coast were prohibited, except under per- 
mission granted by parties named in the despatch of the 
Secretary. The matter is one of most serious importance, 
and I commend it to the early attention of the Legislature. 


STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 


In compliance with the Act of the Legislature of Feb- 
ruary 1, 1877, entitled “ An Act to create a State Board 
of Health for the protection of life and health. and to 
prevent the spread of disease in the State of Mississippi, 
and for other purposes,” I appointed, on the 20th of 
March, the following named physicians as Sanitary Com- 
missioners, for the State at large: F. W. Dancy, of Holly 
Springs; W: M. Compton, of Jackson, and D. S. Phares, 
of Woodville; and on the 7th of April, upon the recommen.’ 
dation of the State Medical Association, I appointed the 
following named physicians as Sanitary Commissioners 
for the Congressional Districts, to-wit: For the 1st Dis- 
trict, J. M. Taylor, of Corinth, and A. G. Smythe, of Bald- 
wyn; for the 2d District, T. D. Isom, of Oxford, and John 
Wright, of Sardis; for the 3d District, E. W. Hughes, of 
Grenada, and S. V.D. Hill, of Macon ; forthe 4th District, 
C. B. Galloway, of Canton 'and P. J. McCormick, of Yazoo 
City; for the 5th District, Robert Kells, of Jackson, and 
C. A. Rice, of Brandon; for the 6th District, R. G. Whar- 
ton, of Port Gibson, and P. F. Whitehead, of Vicksburg. 
The Commissioners met in Jackson, on the 7th of April, 
and organized the “State Board of Health.” The first 
Annual Report of the State Board, which I herewith 
transmit to you, is very creditable to those who partici- 
pated in its production. The gratitude of the people 
should always be extended to those who labor for the 
public good, and especially when that labor is performed 
gratuitously. 

It is alleged that by the proper enforcement of sanitary 
rules and regulations, many diseases are preventable. 
All efforts calculated to effect an object so desirable, 
should be encouraged and fostered. Sanitary legislation 
is becoming an important feature in the economy of other 
State Governments, and it is a matter of pride that thé 
physicians of our own State are side by side with the 
most progressive of their profession. 

Itis urged that additional legislation is necessary to 
enable the Board to extend the “sphere of its usefulness, 
and to accomplish all those results hoped for by it. i 
commend the suggestions and recommendations contained 
in the Report, to your careful consideration. 
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PEARL COUNTY. 


Pearl County was created by the Act of February 21, 
1872, (Acts 1872. page 110.) According to the election 
returns, the county has less than 200 voters, having cast, 
in 1875, 140 votes; in 1876, 193 votes; and in 1877, 190 
votes. The entire population cannot exceed 1,000 or 1,- 
200. As originally formed, it is doubtful if the county 
contained 400 square miles.” In 1876, the Legislature in- 
creased its area, by attaching to it all that portion of 
Marion county, lying and being south of the 31st degree 
of latitude, and making the 31st parallel line the boundary 
between the two counties, (Acts 1876, page 276.) The 
State tax on realty in Pearl county, for 1875, was $140 15, 
and. on personalty, $441 35. In 1875, the sum of $516 83 
was paid into the State Treasury, and in 1876, $650 00. 
The total valuation of realty in 1876, was $32 „116, and 
of personalty, $99,435. The Act of 1872 made it the 
duty`ot the Board of Supervisors to “proceed at once to 
erect suitable buildings for a court house and jail.” Al- 
‘though five years have elapsed since the county was cre- 
ated, no step has ever been taken to build either a court 
house or jail. The public offices are not remunerative. 

There is much crime in Pearl county, and a strong and 
unmistakable tendency: to lawlessness. Last spring, just 
prior to the term of the Circuit Court, the church, in 
which the court was to be held, was destroyed by fire, and 
with it all the indictments and papers appertaining to all 
the courts, and all the public records, reports and statutes. 
This was manifestly the work of an ‘incendiary, or of int 
cendiaries. aaa 

It is impossible to execute the criminal law without a 
court house and a jail, and without public officers who, 
wil] make arrests and assist otherwise in bringing guilty 
men to justice. The absence of any means of appliances 
for the enforcement of the criminal law in Pearl county, 
and the consequent failure to enforce it. have, doubtless, 
emboldened the lawless to believe that they will never 
be punished, and that they may violate the law with im- 
punity. There are many indictments for felonies pending, 
and there is certainly a strong necessity for bringing the 
culprits to justice, in order to protect the ‘good citizens, 
not only of the county itself, but also of the adjacent 
counties, by inspiring some respect for law, and some 
terror in the minds of evil-doers. But, as things now 
stand, there is little hope of executing the criminal law 
in that county. 
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It is wholly improbable that suitable public buildings 
will ever be erected in the county. The county is‘ too 
poor to pay for such buildings, and to bear the other ex- 
penses incident to the execution of the criminal law. 

I have felt it to be my duty to call your attention to the 
state of affairs in Pearl county. I do it with the hope 
that you will take some steps to obviate and correct the 
great evils and public inconveniences that have resulted 
from the Act of 1872. The Legislature surely possesses 
sufficient constitutional power in the premises, It is 
certainly to be deeply deplored that any portion of the 
territory of the State should be in the condition in which 
Pearl county is represented to be. And itis equally cer- 
tain that a remedy must exist. 


ASSIGNMENT OF DISTRICT ATTORNEYS. 


On the 19th of February last, I made an assignment of 
District Attorneys, in accordance with the requirements 
of the Act of February 1st. The Act was pronounced by 
the Supreme Court of the State to be unconstitutional, 
the question having come before the Court in the case of 
James T. Fant vs. Wm. H. Gibbs, Auditor of Public 
Accounts, on writ of error, from the Circuit Court of 
Hinds county. 


THE LEVEE LAW OF 1877. 


The Supreme Court of the State has aiso pronounced 
unconstitutional the Act of February 1, 1877, entitled: 
“An Act toamend an Act entitled an Act to establish the 
office of Liquidating Levee Commissioner, and to provide 
for the redemption of lands in the Liquidating Levee 
* District, and for other purposes, approved April 11, 1876.” 
By the decision of the Supreme Court, it was declared in- 
competent for the Legislature to compel the holders of 
levee bonds ‘to submit to a forced reduction in the 
amount due on their bonds. It was held, also, that by 
the terms of the loan, under which the bonds were issued, 
a fixed rate of taxation was imposed upon the lands lying 
in thé levee district, which it was not in the power of the 
Legislature to repeal or reduce. It was declared further 
that the lands forfeited for this unpaid tax, and not re- 
deemed,-had, by the terms of the loan, become the abso- 
lute property of the levee board, for the benefit of the 
bondholders. 


These all seem to be incontrovertible conclusions of 
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law from the plain language of the statutes. I have rea- 
son to believe that the holders of the bonds are not dis- 
posed to push to the utmost the full exactions of the 
law, and I earnestly hope that some compromise, satisfac- 
tory to all parties, may be arrived at by which the people 
of the levee district may be relieved of the heavy bur- 
dens under which they labor, and the large bodies of | 
land held by the levee board may be made available for 
purposes of general revenue. 


MILITARY COMPANIES. ` 

At its session, in 1877, the Legislature incorporated. 
certain volunteer military companies, and authorized the 
Governor, upon the filing of requisitions and bonds, to 
furnish to said companies such arms, equipments and am- 
munition as the State might have in possession. I beg 
leave to report, that under the several Acts of incorpora- 
„tion, I have commissioned the officers of the following 
companies, and have supplied said companies with arms 
and ammunition, to-wit: “Aberdeen Guards,” Aberdeen; - 
“Autry Rifles,” Holly Springs; “Senatobia Invincibles,” 
Senatobia; “DeSota Blues,” Hernando; “Tunica Guards,” 
Austin ; “Lamar Rifles,” Oxford ; “Adams Light Infantry,” 
Natchez, and “Oktibbeha Rescues,” Starkville. I also 
issued commissions to the officers of the following named 
companies, which were in existence under previous Acts 
of incorporation, to-wit: “Columbus Riflemen,” Colum- 
bus, and “Columbus Light Artillery, Battery, A,” Colum- 
bus. The first named company was supplied by me from 
State stores, with arms and ammunition, and for the latter, 
I procured from the Chief of Ordnance, Washington, a 
complete artillery outfit, including guns, caissons, har- 
ness, etc. ` ta i 


l 
AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 


At its session in 1876, the Legislature proposed two 
Amendments to the Constitution, which were submitted to 
the qualified electors of the State at the general election 
held on the 6th day of November last. One proposed to 
abrogate and annul articles IV. and V. of the Constitution, 
so as to abolish the offices of Lieutenant-Governor. The 
other proposed a substitute for section 6, of Article IV. 
by which the Legislature should be required to meet bi- 
ennially, instead of annually. I am informed by the Sec- 
retary of State that the first-named Amendment, to abol- 
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ish the office of Lieutenant-Governor, was rejected, and 
that the second-named, to provide for biennial sessions of 
the Legislature, was adopted. The Constitution (Article 
XIII,) provides that if it shall ‘appear that a majority of 
the qualified electors, voting for members of the Legisla- 
ture; shall have voted for any proposed amendment to the 
Constitution, it shall be the duty of the next succeeding 
Legislature to insert said Amendment’ as a part of the 


Constitution of the State. The duty devolves upon you to - ~ 


insert in the Constitution the Amendment providing for 
biennial sessions of the Legislature. i 


r THE LIEN LAW. 


One of the most serious and important questions that 
will come before you, is that relating to whatis common- 
ly known as tue “Agricultural Lien Law.” In many sec- 
tions of the State, it is contended that the prostration of 
business and the poverty ofthe laboring class, are mainly 
caused by the law which enables the laborer to mortgage 
the products of his labor months in advance of its per- 
formance. The public press has been discussing the 
question for some time, and arguments havé been pre- 
sented both for and against the repeal of the “Lien Law.” 
You represent every section of the State, and every in- 
terest; you are fresh from the people, and know their 
condition, views and wants. I commend the matter un- 
der discussion to your most serious consideration and de- 
liberation, in the confident hope that your action will .re- 
dound to the general good. You cannot deal with the 
subject too carefully, nor can vou, on the other hand, pass 
at too early a day the measure that you may deem neces- 
sary and proper. The people call for relief, and look to 
you for it. If legislation can bring it, I feel assured the 
people will not be disappointed. 


REVERSAL IN STATE CAUSES. 


/ 

I respectfully renew the recommendation which I made 
to your predecessors, in my last Annual Message, on the 
subject of needed legislation with regard to the reversals 
of State casesin the Supreme Court. In that Message I 
said : s i l , 

“Many State cases are reversed in the Supreme Court because the 
transcript of the record fails to show a proper orgahization of the 


Grand Jury ; or tails properly to show the bringing in and filing of 
the indictment; or fails to show affirmatively that the prisoner was 
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present in Court during the trial, or during some portion’ thereof. I 
recommend legislation providing that no reversal shall take place 
upon any of these grounds, except when motion on the’ subject was 
made in the lower Court, and that where such motion was made in 
the lower Court, it shall be the duty of that Court to correct all im- 
proper entries so as to show the facts as they occurred.” ~ 

It is impossible to perceive any objection to the legis- 
lation here recommended. ‘Accused persons would be de- 
prived of no advantages demanded by justice. They 
-would not even be deprived of any technical errors: and 
omissions which might occur in the proceedings against 
them. They would simply standin the Supreme Court 
exactly as they stood in the Court below, and not. be per- 
mitted to-obtain reversals by untrue presumptions that 
certain things had not been done in the lower Court 
when, in point of fact, these things had been done. Much 
time and expense to the State and counties will be saved 
by the legislation here recommended, and no possible in- 
justice can be done to any one. . 


me 


CHANGE OF VENUE IN STATE CASES. | 


Section 4, of Article XII, of the Constitution of the 
State, is in these words: “The Legislature shall provide 
by law, for the indictment and trial of persons charged 
with the commission of any felony, in any county other 
than that in which.the offense was committed, whenever, 
owing to prejudice, or. any other cause, an impartial 
grand or petit jury cannot be empaneled in the county in 
which the offense was committed.” - The Legislature has 
provided for the change of venue in criminal cases, when 
the application for such change shall be made by the pris- 
oner, or party indicted. (Code 1871, section 2762.) No 
, provision has been made for change of venue upon appli- 
cation of the State. Cases often arise wherein, owing to . 
prejudice, or other cause, an impartial grand or petit jury 
cannot be empaneled in the county of the offense. - It 
was manifestly the intention of the framers of the Consti- 
tution to authorize and direct the Legislature to provide 
for bllowing a change of venue upon application of the 
State. Section 7, of Article 1, ot the Constitution, (Bill 
of Rights,) is not in conflict with section 4, of Article 
XII, above quoted, and I question if any one will doubt 
the power of the Legislature in the premises. 

I ask your attention to the matter, believing the cause 
of justice will be promoted by giving the State the power 
to change the venue in criminal cases,in the manner 


ecntemplated by the Constitation. 
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VACANCIES IN COUNTY OFFICES. 


There is one subject upon which I deem it very impor- 
tant there should be some additional legislation. Fre- 
quently, vacancies occur in county offices, and peculiar 
circumstances exist which delay the election of persons to 
fill them. Indeed, a short delay, of from two to four’ 
weeks, is invariably necessary under present laws. The 
Constitution, (Art. VI., Sec. 21) provides that the Boards 
of Supervisors “shall order all county-elections, to fill va- ` 
cancies that may arise in the offices of their respective 
counties.” Section 18 of Article V. is in these words: 
«All vacancies, not provided for in-this constitution, shall 
be filled in such manner as the Legislature may pre- 
scribe.” In1874,the Legislature passed.an Act requir- 
ing Boards of Supervisors to give. sixty days’ notice of an 
election to fill vacancies, and empowering the Governor 
to fill the offices by appointment, the appointees to con- 
tinue to hold until the vacancies should be filled by elec- 
tion. (Acts 1874, Extra Session, page 21.) This Act 
was repealed in 1876. (Acts 1876, page 38.) 

Some provision should be made for the filling of vacan- 
cies pending the action:of the Boards of Supervisors. It 
is contended by several able lawyers, in whose judgment 
I have the utmost confidence, that section 106, of the 
Code, confers upon the Executive the power to fill vacan- 
cies by temporary appointment. I cannot agree with, 

them, but am of the opinion that the Executive is posi- 
- tively inhibited from making such an appointment. I 
have given the subject very careful thought, and have 
consulted tlie ablest legal‘gentlemen in the State. I find 
considerable difference of opinion, and am not willing to 
exercise a power which is. not clearly conferred by the 
Constitution and laws of the State. The legislation of 
1876 convinces me that it was almost the undivided opin- 
ion of your predecessors that the Executive does not pos- 
sess the power to fill a vacancy in a county office, however 
trivial and insignificant. There are many laws upon the 
statute books in which these words occur, speaking of 
county offices: “And the vacancy shall be filled in the 
manner provided by law.” . Yet, with the exception of jus- . 
tives of the peace and constables, (and the Code is specific 
in stating how Boards.of Superviscrs shall proceed to order 
. elections to fill -vacencies in these offices, Section 1299), 
the Code only speaks in general terms, as in section 1863: 
“They (Boards of Supervisors) shall order electigns to fill 
vacancies that may occur in any of the offices of their 1e- 
spective counties.” ~ 
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‘The laws are greatly defective on the subject. 
recommend such legislation as may be necessary ‘to leave 
the manner of filling vacancies in:county offices no longer 
a matter of doubt. Saction 1299, of the Code, should be 
made to apply to every officer in the county. Boards of 
Supervisors should be required to order special elections . 
to fill all vacancies without unnecessary delay, and (as 
the Constitution fails to provide for filling the vacancies ` 
pending the election, often occasioning an interregnum of 
from 20 to 50 days)-the power to appoint temporarily 
should be lodged semewhere. Section 314,‘of the Code, 
Only provides for the tempctrary appointment of clerk, 
sheriff, or coroner when the vacancy has-not been filled 
“in the manner prescribed by law,” on or before the com- 
mencement of the term of any tourt which such officer is 
required to attend. < 


COUNSEL IN STATE CASES. 


In my Annual Message to your immediate predecessors 
I called attention to the necessity of making some provis- 
ion for employing couneel to represent the State in the 
Supreme Court of the United Stateb, in two cases pend- 
ing before that tribunal. One was the case of the State 
vs. the M. & O. R. R. Co.; the other was the case of the 
State vs. the N. O., M. & C. R. R. Co. No action what- 
ever was taken upon the recommendation contained in 
the Message. In May last, [employed Hon. A. M. Olay- 
ton, of Benton county, to represent the State. Section 
1579, of the Code, makes it the duty of the Governor, when- 
ever#in his opinion, the interest of the State requires, to 
employ counsel to assist the Attorney-General in the de- , 
fense of suits against the State, and to agree with such 
counsel as to the amount of such compensation, and to 
certify to the Auditor of Public Accounts that the ser- 
vices have been performed. In the absence of an apnro-.. 
priation for the purpose, the Auditor is forbidden to issue 
his warrants on. the State Treasury in payment of the 
amount agreed upon. As I was informed that the two 
cases mentioned would not come up in.the Supreme 
Court, at Washington, until sometime after the adjourn- 
. ment of the Legislature in 1877, I preferred submitting 
the matter for legislative action, in the hope that I might 
` be authorized to employ assistant counsel,‘ whose com- 
pensation should be definitely fixed by appropriation. I 
did not wish to take the responsibility of making a` 
definite agreement with counsel, and trusting to the Leg- 
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islature to make an appropriation for the compensation 
‘promised. I, therefore, placed the whole matter in the 
hands of your predecessors. , 

Since my last Annual Message, another case, in which 
the State is a party, ‘has been carried to the Supreme 
Court of the United States, and is now pending. Itis the 
case of the State vs. John B. Stone, et al., appealed from 
Warren county, and is generally known as the “Lottery 
case.” 

I repeat my come Ot and trust you will make 
' an appropriation to defray the expenses of employing 
State counsel in the Supreme Court at Washington, in 
the three cases mentioned. It is not possible for the 
Attorney-General to represent the State at Washington, 
and the interest of the State requires the employment of 
assistant counsel. 


EXPENSES OF THE JUDICIARY DEPARTMENT. 


Many complaints have reached me in regard to the ex- 
penses of the Judiciary Department of the State. In 
many counties, it is alleged, these expenses are unneces- 
sarily large. I am aware of the fact that it is not possible 
that they can be less than during other days, when the 
number of litigants and criminals before the courts was 
not as large as at present; but there is no reason why the 
pruning-knife should not be applied to the Judiciary De- 
partment of every county, as well as elsewhere. Under 
the law of 1875, (sheet Acts, pp. 40-48,) all the expenses 
of the Judiciary were made payable out of the treasury 
of the respective counties where the services were per- 
formed. I ask your attention to the-matter, confident you 
will do whatever may be necessary to remove the com- - 
plaints, if they;tan be removed without interfering with 
the due administration of justice. 

i 
| MUNICIPAL TAXATION. 

I desire to call your attention to the subject of Municipal 
Taxation. Some legislation is needed to put a limit upon 
the power of cities and towns to levy taxes for corporation 
purposes. In some instances, taxes are levied in currency 
by cities and towns in excess:of those authorized by the 
Legislature, for State and county purposes. So grievous 
has become the bufden of municipal taxation, that in - 
many localities the proposition is suggested and seriously 

entertained of surrendering the corporation charters, and 
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adopting some plan which will secure benefits at isast 
equal to those secured by the charters, and at inconsider- 
able expense. While the taxes assessed and collected for 
the purposes of paying the necessary expenses of the 
State and counties, are much less than during any year 
of the past seven, yet the heavy taxes still assessed and 
collected by many municipal corporations: prevent the 
relief which should be experienced. Itis doubted whether 
the corporations confer benefits at all commensurate with 
the burdens which they impose. 

The subject deserves very careful soncideration at your 
hands. 

PAY OF OFFICERS OF THE LEGISLATURE. 


4 

Section 339 of the Code of 1871, allows the Secretary 
of the Senate, and the Clerk of the. House of Representa- 
tives, five days‘after the adjournment of the Legislature, 
to bring up the unfinished business, to be paid therefor 
at thé’rate per diem they receive for the session. It has 
been the custom of each house, during the closing hours 
of its session, to allow, by resolution, a certain number of 
days to the Secretary and Clerk to complete its unfinished 
business. An examination of the Auditor’s books shows 
that these officers not only draw their full per diem for 
the number of days allowed by the Code, but, in addition, 
for their entire clerical force for the number allowed by 
the resolution of each house. The labor performed after 
the adjournment is very slight, never requiring longer 
than one day. I bring the matter to your attention, as 
the Legislature may have overlooked the Section of the 
Code mentioned, and as the compensation for closing 
labors, allowed by statute, is already more than sufficient 
to pay for the work performed. ; 


VACANCIES IN THE SENATE. 


Several vacancies having occurred in the Senate, dur- 
Ang the past year, I issued writs of elections, and the 
vacancies were filled at the general election on the 6th 
of November. Elections were ordered in the following | 
Senatorial Districts, to-wit: IVth District, to fill the va- 
cancy occasioned by the resignation of Hon. Henry C. 
Griffin; VIIth District, to fill the vacancy occasioned by 
the resignation of Hon. T. C. Catchings; XIth. District, 
to fill the vacancy occasioned by: the resignation of Hon. 
Amos R. Johnston; XXVIIth District, to fill the vacancy 
occasioned by the resignation of Hon. J ames R. Chalmers, 
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DEATH OF EX-GOV. CHARLES CLARK. 

On the 17th day of December last, Ex-Governor Charles 
Clark, Chancellor of the 4th District, died at his residence 
in Bolivar county. In the death of this distinguished 
son, Mississippi has sustained a great and almost irrepar- 
able loss: He was Governor of the State during the most 
trying and delicate period of her history. He discharged 
the important duties of that exalted position, as well as 
those of the many other public positions which he filled 
during a long and useful life, ina manner that reflected 
honor upon himself and the people. ` Eminent as a soldier, 
statesman and jurist; pure and guileless in private life, 
he has, gone to his grave mourned: by the people of an 
entire State. ` He'died as he had lived, with his harness 
on, and at the post of duty. 

“« His life was gentle ; and the elements 
So mixt in him that nature might stand up, 
And say to all the world— This is a man!” 


CONCLUSION. 

I feel assured that the people of Mississippi will not be 
disappointed in their high’ expectations of you. For the 
first time in the history of the State, the members of both 
branches of the Legislature belong almost entirely to one 
political party. That everything you do, during your 
present session, will be done with an honest purpose to 
promote the general good, and to serve all your constitu- 
ents, regardless of party differences, I entertain not the 
slightest doubt. May our Divine Ruler direct and prosper 
your labors, and may all the people of our entire State, 
of both races and parties,—rich and poor, learned and 
ignorant,—for many years enjoy the benefits and bless- 
ings that will result from your consultations. 


” J. M. STONE.. 


`~ 


INAUGURAL ADDRESS 


GOVERNOR J. M. STONE, 


DELIVERED BEEORE THE TWO HOUSES OF THE LEGISLATURE OF 
THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, IN THE REPRESENTATIVE’S HALL, 
ON THURSDAY NIGHT, JANUARY 10TH, 1878. 
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- Fettow Citizens: By a popular vote, practically unani- 
mous, I have been called to discharge, for a full Consti- 
tutional term, the duties of Chief Executive of your State. 
Never before, I believe, in the history of Mississippi, has 
such an honor been conferred on the incumbent of the 
Gubernatorial chair. To me, it is doubly gratifying as an 
evidence that I had discharged the duties, devolved upon 
me nearly two years ago, in a manner not unacceptable. 
to my fellow-citizens. But, mingled with my gratification, 
comes a deeper sense of the responsibilities imposed upon . 
me. Itis ever.the duty of him who has been called to 
such a position, to remember that in putting on the robes 
of office, he must put off the feelings of a party candidate. 
Not that he is to be false to the principles of the party 
whose standard-bearer he was, but that, when the battle 
is over, and the vietory won, he must sink the victorious 
partisan in the chosen Chief Magistrate of the whole peo- 
ple. How much more strongly should this feeling be im- 
pressed upon him who has been a sole candidate of a 
united Commonwealth? -But this good fortune, this great 
responsibility, is not mine alone. I share it with all my 
associates on the State ticket, and with a well-nigh unani- 
mous Legislature. i 

à ¿The late antagonists of the Democratic and Conser- 
vative party in this State, either united their fortunes 
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with it in the recent election, or withdrew, for the 
time being, all practical opposition. Whether they did 
so because of the excellence of’ the candidates and prin- 
ciples of our party, or because they believed that opposi- 
tion would be futile, can make no difference in the obliga- 
tion which the fact imposes upon us. Every department 
is in our hands, and we alone must bear the blame if we 
fail to conduct the Government wisely. 

To be only able to say-that we have given the State a 
_ better government than that which, by our alvent to pow- | 
er, we overthrew, would be to insult the just hopes of 
those who have called us to rule over them. Whatever 
heated partisans may have claimed in the past, itis nct 
too much to say that there is not in the State a man, at 
once intelligent and honest, who will undertake to defend 
the reign of corruption and ignorance, which in the recent 
past afflicted our State. We must not be content to com- 
pare ourselves with our late rulers and legislators. We 
must take the highest models in the past and present, and 
let our every effort be to prove ourselves not unworthy of 
comparison with them. 

No problem in politics was ever allotted to any people 
more difficult than that which the State of Mississippi, in 
common with her sister States of the.South, is now called. 
upon to solve. Cana Government, based upon unlimited 
suffrage, be successfully carried on between tworaces, the 
most antagonistic on earth, which, while according equal 
rights to each, shall tend to the common prosperity and 

happiness of both ? 

. The experience of the past’ ten years sufficiently 
demonstrates, that it cannot be done by governments, the 
controlling influence in which is wielded by the inferior 
race. It remains to be seen whether one controlled by 
the superior, will be more successful. Upon one point all 
good men will agree: There must be absolute and per- 
fect protection to life, liberty and property. The Govern- 
ment that fails to give this is unworthy of the name. The — 
humblest citizen of the State, no matter how poor or 
how ignorant, must feel that over his hut the law throws 
its mantle, and that he who dares to wrong him will feel 
the vengeance of the law’s ministers. There must be no 
toleration of wrongs and injuries inflicted upon those who 
are too weak to defend themselves. It is for the defense 
of the weak that governments were organized, and laws 
enacted. If sufficient powers for this purpose are not 
already lodged in the executive officers of the State and 
counties, those powers should be enlarged. But, after 
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all, the surest guarantees of law and order, arethe virtues 
of the citizen and a sound public sentiment. When the 
wealthy and the educated of each community feel it their 
duty to defend the poor and the humble, and to 
bring to justice ‘those. who wrong them, there will be 
little need for the intervention of the officers of the law; 
and it is to individual influence and example, and to the 
teachings of the public press, far more than to any possi- 
ble efforts of the State officers, that we must look for the 
correction of such evils. 

Gentlemen of the Legislature, I need not.remind you, 
who are fresh from the people,-of the financial distress 
that pervades every section of the State. With the 
impatience of poverty and misfortune, the- people 
turn to youin hope of relief. So far as in you lies, I 
know that you will leavé no endeavor untried to meet 
these, expectations, and I assure you of my earnest co- 
operation in all practical measures that afford a promise 
of success. . 

As great as has been the reduction in public expendi- 

` tures and taxation, these burdens yet press heavily upon 
the people. It will be for you to devise the means of such 
further reduction as shall bring them to the lowest: rate 
commensurate with the requirements. of a good govern- 
ment, economically administered. 

Many schemes are afloat in the public mind for 
increasing, by legislation, individual or class prosperi- 
ty. I warn you to be cautious of emparking in them. It 
is rare, indeed, that the people can be made rich by 
law, and experience proves that legislative efforts to that 
‘end usually result in increasing the evils they are intend- 
ed to cure. Individual wealth. must result from individ- 

+ual industry and economy. There is no other road to | 
State or individual prosperity than the unremitting toil 
and frugality of the people. Private welfare is often par- 
alyzed, and rarely aided, by legislation. 

That governnment is best which, striking off all shackles 
and burdens,.and conforming itself as nearly as possible 
to the protection of lite, liberty and property, leaves all, 
else to be accomplished by individual efforts. 

The present depression in material prosperity is not 
peculiar to Mississippi. It extends throughout the Union, 
and is the inevitable result of the ravages of civil war, 
and the spirit of speculation which springs from an inflat- 
ed currency. Let us hope that the worst has been endur- 

_ ed, and that that in the speedy future brighter skies will 
be over us. Let us be thankful that, amid our poverty and 
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gloom, no. riotous spirit of communism has raised its 
head in our midst; that the earnest conservatism which 
has ever characterized our people, has preserved us from 
the terrible scenes of pillage and plunder and lawlessness 
which, during the past summer, struck terror to the hearts 
of thinking men in other communities. Those who have 
traduced and slandered an entire State for the acts of a 
few maddened and infuriated men, have had to hang their 
heads in shame, while mobs of thousands and ten of thous- 
ands, for days and weeks together, held great cities in their 
grasp, and robbed, burnt and plundered with impunity. 
God forbid that I should mention these things in any 
spirit of exultation, or as excusing mob law anywhere, 
or under any circumstances. On the contrary, I point to 
them as an awful warning of the consequences which 
must ever follow when men undertake to se ca by 
violence that which the law alone can do. 

Fellow-citizens, let us hope that a better day is dawn- 
ing upon us, and that Mississippi, politically free, with 
every department of the Government in, the hands of her 
best citizens, will soon catch the glow, and féel the warmth 
of the rising sun of public and private prosperity. 

With mutual trust and confidence in each other, and 
with humble reliance upon the Great Ruler above, let . 
each and all of us, rich and poor, white and black, strive 
with hopeful hearts and strong hands to restore peace and 
good will, prosperity and plenty, to our much-loved State. 
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John Moss, obtaining money under false pretense. Sen- 


tenced at the April Term, 1877, of Monroe county, to one (1), 


year’s confinement in the State Penitentiary. Pardoned Janu- 
ary 2d, 1877. . a i 

Recommended by Hon. B. B. Boone, (Presiding Judge,) 
Locke E. Houston, Reuben Davis, Joel M. Acker,Jacob Gattman, 
and others. -` Reasons: General bad health; . good conduct in 
prison; was sevetal months in county jail; was, probably, 
wrongfully convicted ; injured parties ask that he be pardoned; 
his term will expire April 20th, 1877. , l 

A. S. Tubb, Manslaughter; Sentenced at the November 
Term, 1876, of the Circuit Court of Monroe County, to one (1) 
year’s confinement in the State Penitentiary. Pardoned Janu- 
ary 5th, 1877. i z 

Recommended by W. W. Troup, J. M. Trice, (Representa- 
tive from Monroe,) Joel M. Acker, Gen. Reuben Davis, Baxter 
McFarland, all the county: officers, all the jurors who tried 
the case, and many other citizens. Reasons: The offense was 
committed four years ago, after great and repeated provoca- 
tion; the deceased was a turbulent, overbearing, troublesome 
man; Tubbs is a peaceable, quiet, good citizen; many facts, 
tending to palliate the killing, could not be admitted as evi- 
dence on the trial; Tubbs’ tamily, as wel) as that of the de- 
ceased, and many poor persons are dependent upon Tubbs for 
support. 

Ambrose Welch, Grand Larceny. Sentenced at, the October 
Term, 1876, of the Circuit Court of Copiah county, to one (1) 
year’s confinement in the State Penitentiary. Pardoned Janu- 
ary 8th; 1877.’ i ” ; 
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Recommended by Hon. S. S. Calhoon, (presiding Judge,) 
Hon. R. N. Miller, the county officers and many other citizens 
-of Copiah county. Reasons: Previous good character of the 
prisoner; the head of a large family; he is very old and in very 
feeble health,. and confinement would in all probabilty cause 
his death. He was the dupe of others, who were notorious 
thieves, but who were arrested, and are now in the penitentiary. 

-Valerum Turner; manslaughter: sentenced at the October 
Term, 1874, of the Circuit Court of Chickasaw county, to (5) 
five years confinement in the State Penitentiary. Pardoned 
Jan. 11th, 1877. - 

Recommended by Hon. R. O. Reynolds, H. L., Jarnigan, W. F. 
Tucker, M. Pound, W. W. Troup. H. M. Street. W. H. H. Tison, 
R. H. Allen, J. M. Trice and many others. Reasons: The of- 
fene was committed under great provocation, and circum- 
stances that Jed the prisoner to think that he was in great dan- 
ger. The conviction was upon purely technical grounds. The 
prisoner has already served’ out two years of his time.’ | 

Andrew J. Bennett; manslaughter; sentenced at the October 
Term, 1873, of the Circuit Court of Harrison county, to two 
(2) years confinement in the State Penitentiary. Pardoned 
January 18th, 1877. 

Recommended by Hoz. G. C. Chandler (presiding Judge, ) 
the jurors who tried the case, and a large number of leading 
citizens of Harrison county. Reasons: The homicide was 
committed in May, 1872, since which time Bennett has been in 
confinement. The evidence shows that the offence was com- 
mitted in a moment of passion, without malice, and under 
provocation. The previous conduci of Bennett has been most 
excellent. The sentence of the Court was excessive under 
the circumstances, and it is thought sufficient punishment has 
been inflicted. 

Robert S. Watts; unlawful co-habitation ; sentenced at the 
December Term, 1876, of the Circuit Court of Covington coun- 
ty, to (12) twelve months confinement in the State Peniten- 
tiary, and, to pay a fine of two hundred dollars. Pardoned 
January 24th, 1877, on the payment of all court costs and jail 
fees. 

Recommended by Hon. A. G. Mayers, (presiding Judge, ) 
Hon. T. S. Mendenhall (Senator, ) Hon. J. T. Fairly (Represen- 
tive,) and many other leading citizens of Covington county. 
Reasons: Prisoner’s wife has been an inmate of the Lunatic 
Asylum for a number of years, and he believed he had the 
right to marry again. He is in feeble healtu, and is suffering 
‘intensely from confinement in jail. 

Joshua Lenoir; perjury; sentenced at the November Term, 
1876, of the Cireuit Court of Monroe county, to one (1) year 
confinement in the State Penitentiary. Pardoned January 25th, 
1877. 

Recommended by Hon. J. A. Greene (Judge) Messrs. H. H. 
Whitfield, S. J. Gholson, S. A. Jonas, B. M. Ferrell and many 
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-citizens of Monroe county. Reasons: Lenoir was informed 
' by his relatives that he was 21 years of age, and on that in{or- 
mation took the oath and registered; but ‘when assured by his 
employer that he was not of that age, he did not attempt to 
yote. It is believed he did not knowingly commit perjury. 

Thomas Hagen, manslaughter. Sentenced at’ the October 
term, 1874, of the Circuit Court of Chickasaw to four (4) years 
confinement in the State Pententiary. Pardoned January 3ist, 
1877. 

Recommended by Hons. W. F. Tucker, J. A. Wilkerson, J. 
M, Trice, W. W. Troup, A. J. Sykes, W. $. Feat ‘herson, W. H. 
H. Tison, F. S. White and A. J. Leigh, (Representatives. ) 
Reasons: The couvict has served over two years and three 

months of his term. As there were some doubts as to whether 
‘the party died from the wounds received at the prisoners 
hands, it is thought the punishment has been sufficient. - 

` Geo. Smith; grand larceny. Sentenced at the June term, 
1875, of the Circuit Court of Claiborne county, fo five (5) 
years confinement in the State Penitentiary. Pardoned Febru- 
ary 21st, 1877. i 

Recommended by Hon. E. S. Diake, Hon. U. Millsaps, the 
presiding Judge, J. T. Vertner, A. J. Lewis, and many citizens 
of Claiborne county. Reasons: Prisoner had previously 

_ borne a good character—hard working and orderly. He was 
-= convicted solely on the evidence of a confessed accomplice, a 
notoriously bad man, who has since fled the State for crime. 

It is believed that the prisoner was not guilty of the offense 

with which he is charged. 

John Alexander; “shooting at person.” Sentenced at the 
October term, 1875/o0f ‘the Circuit Court of Lafayette. county, 
to five (5) years confinement in the State Penitentiary. r r- 
doned March 28, 1877. 

Recommended by Judge and District Attorney, and mae of 
the officers and leading citizens of Lafayette county. Rea- 
sons: Circumstances connected with the case have induced 
the belief that if the conviction was (not) sustained by evi- 
dence, the punishment already inflicted has been sufficient. 

_ Hilliard Wood and Mary Adams; bigamy. Sentenced at 
the March term, 1877, of DeSoto county to three (3) months 

confinement in the State Penitentiary. Pardoned March 28, 

1877. 

Recommended by Hon. Sam’! Powell, Judge, Hon. Mark C. 
Brady, District Attorney, Hon. J. W. Raines, W. J Bynum, 
Sheriff, several of the jurors and others. Reasons: The of- 
fense ws committed under a misapprehension of the statute— 
the convicts having been misled by‘an officer to- whom they 
applied for information. 

John Heagerty; adultery. Sentenced in December, 1876, by 
T. H. Chew, Mayor of the town of Black Hawk, in Carroll 
county, Miss., and ex-officio Justice of the Peace in said county, 
to six months confinement in the county jail, and to pay a fine 
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of two hundred dollars (200 00.) Pardoned March 28, 1877. 

Recommended by Hon. W. B. Helm, W. F. Hamilton, Sher- 
iff, F. H. Chew, J. P., and J. P. Marshall, Chancery Clerk, be- 
sides many citizens of Carroll county. Reasons: Heagerty 
is a very poor man, dependent for the support of himself and 
family omhis daily labor, and utterly unable to pay the fine. 
Through Heagerty’s efforts, an attempt on the part of the 
prisoners to overpower the guard and escape from jail, was 
frustrated. He himself overpowered one of the boldest of the 
prisoners. 

J. R. Adams ; gaming. Sentenced at the Febr uary term, 1876, 
of the Circuit Court of Alcorn county, to pay a fine of one 
.hundred ($100 00), or be imprisoned in the county jail four- 
teen days. Pardoned as to the fine, on the 29th day of 
March, 1877. 

Recommended by Hon. J. A. Green, Judge, the Sheriff, Cir- 
cuit and Chancery Clerks, Treasurer, Mayor of Corinth, and 
many other leading citizens. Reasons: The judgment of the 
Circuit Court was in the alternative—the Supreme Court dis- 
missed an appeal for the want of prosecution, and entered a 
decree for $100 on the appeal bond. 

Fred Moore; unlawful co-habitation. Sentenced at the 
April term, 1877, of the Circuit.Court of Smith county, to pay 
a fine of $100 00. Allot said fine, except twenty dollars, re- 
mitted upon payment of Court costs and District Attorney’s S 
fees, on the 19th day of April, 1877. 

Recommended by the presiding Judge and District Attorney, 
W. S. Ward, Clerk, J. J. Mangum, Sheriff, and many citizens 
of Smith county. Reasons: The minimum fine for the of 
Tense is $100, but as there was doubt as to Moore’s guilt 
(although under the evidence the jary were justified in their 
finding, ) itis thought the fine should be reduced. 

Edmond Hays, grand larceny. Sentenced at March Term, 
1877, of the Circuit Court of Holmes county, to one (1) year’s 
confinement in the State Penitentiary: Pardoned April 25th, 
1877. 

Recommended By Hon. Wm. Cothran, Judge, Hon. G. A. 
Wilson, District Attorney, Hon. H. S. Hooker, Senator, the 
county officers, and many citizens of Holmes county. Reasons ; 
Edmond Hays is an old man, with a large and helpless family, 
of previous good character. His offence, if seems, was an 
effort to shield his two sons, who were guilty parties, and who 
were sentenced to three (3) years. Itis believed if Edmond had 
been tried alone, he would have been acquitted. The public 
interest will not suffer by his pardon. 

Dave Parker, assault with intent to kill and murder. Sen- 
tenced at the September Term, 1876, of the Circuit Court of 
Neshoba county, to four (4) years’ confinement in the State 
Penitentiary. Pardoned April 30th, 1877. 

Recommended by W. H. Poe, the injured party, the jury 
who tried the case, the presiding Judge and District Attorney, 
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Officers ma Attorneys of Neshoba county, Hon. S.-T. Oldham, 
Senator, Hon. J. W. Bird Johnson, member of the Legislature, 
and many citizens of Neshoba, Leake, and Winston counties, 
Reasons : The prisoner is a quiet, peaceable man, and bore an 
excellent character. The injured party, when drunk, (as he 
was when the difficulty occurred,) is represented as a ‘quarrel- 
some, desperate man. The conviction was had mainly on the 
testimony of the injured »arty, who joined in the petition for 
pardon. 

Levi Lewellen, manslaughter. Sentenced at the March 
Term, of the Circuit Court of Marshall county, to two (2) 
years’ confinement in the State Penitentiary. Pardoned May 
23d, 1877. 

Recommended by the District Attorney who drew the bill of. 
indictment, Sheriff, Circuit and Chancery Clerks, four mem- 
bers of the Board of Supervisors, Mayor of Holly Springs, 
Messrs. Featherston & Harris, the committing magistrate, and 
many of the citizens of the neighborhood, of both colors, re- 
gardiess of party. Reasons: The convict was only techni- 
cally guilty of the offense; the deceased struck him the first 
blow with his fist, when the parties engaged in a fisti-cuff, but 
were soon separated ; the deceased renewed the fight and 
seized a large hatchet or hand axe, and ran Lewellen “into his 
own honse, “which was only a few yards off; the deceased was 
trying to get in, when Lewellen shot him through a crack in 
the wall, near the door. Lewelien was a quiet, order rly, good 
citizen; the deceased was a quarrelsome and disorderly man. 

Thos. Johnson, murder. Sentenced at the November Term, 
1876, of the Circuit Court of Yazoo county, to be hanged. 
Commuted to imprisonment for life in the State Penitentiar y, 
on the 25th day of May, 1877. 

Recommended by members of the Yazoo bar, the Sheriff 
and Clerks of the county, the Judges of the Supreme Court, 
Gen. J. Z. George, and Attorney- General Harris. Reasons: 
The deceased, three days before the homicide, shot and 
wounded Johnson without excuse, so far as appears, and when 
Johnson was fiying from danger, declared that he, deceased, 
would kill Johnson on sight. ‘These threats, it was offered to 
to be proved, were repeated down to the time of the homicide. 
The case is hardly one for the infliction of the death penalty. 

Thomas Gray, grand larceny. Sentenced at the January 
Term, 1877, of the Circuit Court of Hinds county, Ist Dis- 
trict, to three (3) years’ confinement ın the State Penitentiary. 
Pardoned May 26th, 1877. 

Recommended by Hon. A. R. Johnston, Jobn Estelle, the 
acting District Attorney, cleven of the petit jury, and many 
citizens of Jackson. Reasons :: Gray was convicted solely on 
the evidence of a witness of bad character, who has siuce been 
arrested for crime. Evidence has been produced to the effect 
-that Gray was absent when the larceny was committed; having 
no counsel he was not able to prodace the evidence on his trial ; 
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he has borne a good character; his prison conduct has beer 
good, and he is the only support of a widowed mother and: 
three (3) small children. 

Elizabeth Miller, assault with intent to kill and murder. 
Sentenced at the February Term, 1877, of the Circuit Court of. 
Madison county, to five (5) years confinement in the State 
Penitentiary. Pardoned June 4th, 1877. l 

Recommended by Hon. S. S. Calhoon, (Judge,) and mem- 
bers of the Canton bar, Hon, O. R. Singleton, and most of the 
Jurors who tried the case. Reasons: The assault was made under 
circumstances of great provocation, that almost made it justifia- 
ble; through inadvertence, an instruction of the Court was not 
taken by the jury to their room; sixof the Jurors state that their 
verdict would have been “assault and battery,” had this instruc- 
tion been in their hands for consideration. The prisoner has 
been in jail over one year. 

Gordin Parker, malicious mischief. Sentenced at the Febru- 
ary Term, 1877, of the Circuit Court of Rankin county, to 
pay a fine of fifty dollars. Pardoned on payment of court costs 
and fees, July 3d, 1877. 

Recommended by Hon. S. S. Calhoon, (the presiding Judge, } 
and Hon. A. G. Mayers. Reasons: Gordin Parker was tried 
and convicted for killirg a dog; he is a mere boy, of weak ir- 
tellect, but industrious and the only support of a widowed 
mother. 

Buck Bowen, Murder. Sentenced at the May Term, 1877, 
of the Circuit Court of Yazoo county, to be hanged; commu- 
muted to imprisonment for life in the State Penitentiary, July 
third, (8a), 1877. 

Recommended by Hon. S. S. Calhoon, (Judge,) Hon. G. A. 
Wilson, (District Attorney,) Hon. R. S. Hudson, Hon. J. E. 
Everett, and most of the members of the Yazoo bar. Rea- 
sons: The prisoner was convicted of murder a year ago, and 
sentenced to the Penitentiary for life; on appeal the case was 
reversed, and on second trial he was convicted without recom- 
mendation ; the case, it is thought, is not a proper one for the 
death penalty, and the recommendation of the prisoner’s jury 
furnishes an argument for commutation. 

Wallace Clark, Manslaughter. Sentenced at the January 
Term, 1874, to fifteen (15) years confinement in the State Pen- 
itentiary. Pardoned July 4th, 1877. 

Recommended by Hon. G. F. Brown, (presiding Judge, } 
Hon. Luke Lea, (District Attorney,) Hon. E W. Cabaniss, Dr. 
E. G. Banks and other citizens. Reasons: The prisoner was 
quite young when convicted; the evidence against him was 
not satisfactory, and having been'in prison over three years, 
it is believed his imprisunment has been sufficient to answer 
the ends of justice. 

Antonio Williams, perjury. Sentenced to ten (10) ‘years 
confinement in the State Penitentiary, at the April Term of 
1877, of the Circuit Court of Harrison county; commuted to 
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one (l) ‘year in the State Penitentiary, August 7th, 1877. 

Recommended by Hon. A. G. Mayers, (Judge,) Hon, T. S. 
Ford, (District Attorney,) W. G. Henderson. W. A. Champ- 
lain, R. Seal, D. B. Seal and others. Reasons: The prisoner is 
aman of weak mind, and there is considerable doubt as to his 
moral responsibility. 8 

William Chambers, forgery. Sentenced to three (3) years 
confinement in the State Penitentiary at the April Term, 1876, 
of the Circuit Court of Adams county. Pardoned August 
7th, 1877. l 

Recommended by Hon. H. Cassidy, Jr., (District Attorney, ) 
Gen. Will. T. Martin, Maj. Paul A. Botto, J. Floyd King and 
others of the officers of Adams county, and members of the 
Natchez bar. Reason: The prisoners conduct has been most 
exemplary; the offense was committed under circumstances 
that lead to the belief that there was no original intent and it 
is thought his punishment has been sufficient. oo 

Ben. Bishop, grand larceny. Sentenced to two (2) years con- 
finement in the State Penitentiary at the May Term, 1876, of 
the Circuit Court of Oktibbeha county. Pardoned the 9th 
day of August, 1877. - . 

Recommended by Geo. E. Critz, Hon. C. A. Sullivan, Neil 

W. Caruthers, J. A. Caruthers, from whom the money was 
alleged to have been obtained, and many other prominent citi- 
zens of Starkville. 
* Reason: The convict was only fifteen (15) years old when 
the offense was committed. He did not know a fifty (50) dol- 
lar bill from a five (5) five dollar bill, and if he stole the 
nioney, he did not intend to commit grand larceny: He made 
no effort to conceal the money, but promptly gave it up when 
called for. He was a long while in the county jail, and has 
been, for more than (14) months in the Penitentiary. He has 
suffered enougn, if is thought, to answer the ends of justice. 

Julian Roach, exhibiting deadly weapons. Sentenced before 
Hon. W. D. Northrup, a Justice of the Peace for Clarke coun 
ty, in this State, on the 17th day of July, 1877. Pardoned 
August 16, 1877. - 

Recommerded by Hon. W. D. Northrup, Justice of the 
Peace, S. H. Terrill, District Attorney. Reason: The circum- 
stances prove that the pénalty imposed was too severe for the 
offense committed. 

Owen Coleman, burglary. Sentenced at the.February term, 
1876, of the Circuit Court of Alcorn county, to (2) years con- 
ween in the State Penitentiary. Pardoned August 22d, 
1877. 

Grantel upon the certificate of the Superintendent and Phy- 
sician of the Penitentiary. 

Reason: The convict is suffering with ophthalia of both 
eyes, and further imprisonment may cause total blindness. 

Charles Sim Maddox, grand larceny. Séntenced at the Jan- | 
uary term, 1877,’of the Circuit Court of Alcorn county, to (3) 
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three years confinement in the State Penitentiary. -Pardoned 
August 22d, 1877. 

Recommended by Judge and the District Attorney, Col. W. 
W. Inge, and quite a number of the leading citizens of Alcorn 
county. Reason: Maddox was convicted of stealing a hog. 
The evidence against him was altogether circumstantial. He 
was confined in the jail three months, and has been in the Peni- 
tentiary for seven months. His wife and (3) three small child- 
ren are in destitute condition. Under the circumstances, his 
punishment has been sufficient. 

Alonzo Swanson, shooting with intent to kill. Sentenced. at 
the June term, 1877, of the Circuit Court of Monroe county, 
to (2) two years confinement in the State Penitentiary. Par- 
doned August 22d, 1877. 

Recommended by Judge Greer, Sheriff J. W. Howard, Gen. 
R. Davis, Robert E. Houston, and a large number of citizens 
of Monroe county. Reason: The evidence which convicted 
. ‘Swanson was vague, indefinite and contradictory, and circum- 
stantial. Judge Green states that “there is danger of an in 
nocent man being punished. Even if the shooting was done 
by Swanson (of which there is doubt), there was . o evidence 
of criminal intent.” - = 

Versa Runnels, (Farwell Runnels), petit larceny. Sentenced 
in January, 1877, before Hon. W. P. Baggett, Mayor and ex- 
officio Justice of the Peace in the town of Brookhaven, situ- 
ated ins Lincoln county, to (20) twenty days imprisonment in 
the county jail. Pardoned August 24, 1877. 

Recommen‘lea by W. P. ‘Baggett, A. O. Cox, Sheriff, J. M. 
Buekley, Chancery Clerk, James A. Hoskins, and several 
other citizens of Brookhaven. Reasons: The parties are 
ignorant colored persons, and were found stealing five (5) rails 
trom a partition fence. It has been since proven that the rails 
were the property of the parties convicted. 

Frank Irby; unnatural intercourse. Sentenced at the August 
term, 1877, of the Circuit Court of Lauderdale county, to (3) 
three years confinement in the State Penitentiary. Pardoned 
Oth day of August, 1877. 

Recommended by Judge and District Attorney, the Sheriff 
and: Circuit Clerk of Lauderdale county, Hons. John M. Terrill 
and E. Watkins, and other prominent citizens of Meridian. 


Reasons: Since. conviction serious: doubts have arrisen _a3 to 


Irby’s guilt 

Abel Beaty: manslaughter. Sentenced at the May term, 
1877, of the Circuit Court of Grenada county to (2) years 
confinement in the State Penitentiary. Pardoned 7th day of 
September, 1877. 

Recommended by the Judge and District Attorney, Gen. E. 
C. Walthall, Hon. W. H. FitzGerald, and many other of the 
leading citizens of Grenada ccunty. Reason: The deceased 
had attacked the prisoner, striking him with two-thirds or 
three-fourths of a common brick, aud had hig head under his 
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(the deceased) arm. Prisoners father forced his way to the 
parties and dealt the deceased a blow with a knife from which 
‘he died. The mortal blow was administered without the pro- 
curement, aid or knowledge of the prisoner. Father and son 
were tried jointly, and both were convicted of manslaughter. 

Gilbert Ramsey; murder. Sentenced at the August Term, 
1877, of the Circuit Court of Union county, for the crime of 
murder, to be hanged on the 12th day of October, 1877. Re- _ 
prieved by suspending death sentence of Gilbert Ramsey, 
until March 8th, 1878. 

Granted upon the application of Hon. J. W. C. Watson, 
Presiding Judge. Reasons: Two or three other persons were 
associated with Ramsey in the deed. Since conviction testimo- 
ny has been developed which points to the guilt of his confed- 
erates. The cause of justice requires that Ramsey be 
reprieved until after the next term of the Circuit Court, that 
his testimony may be used against his associates. The mur- 
der was a cold-blooded assassination for money. 

Thomas Caldwell; rape. Sentenced at the April Term, 1871, 
of the Circuit Court of Lauderdale county to confinement in 
the State Penitentiary for life. Pardoned the Sth day of Octo- 
ber, 1877. 

Recommended by the Presiding Judge and District Attorney, 
Hon. J. W. Fewell, J. J. Shannon, and many other leading citi- 
zens of Meridian. Reasons: Facts developed since conviction 
show that it is not possible the convict committed the offence. 
The main evidence was his own confession extorted by threats 
of hanging. 

Jordan Mitchell; accessory after the fact of assault and 
battery with intent to kill: sentenced at the September Term, 
1876, of the Circuit Court of Clay county, to five (5) years 
confinement in the State Penitentiary. Pardoned the 8th day 
of October 1877. ~ Reasons: The convict’s offence consists in 
furnishing his brother-in-law a horse on which to escape after 
having committed an assauit and battery. The punishment 
has been sufficient, as the convict is an uneducated person who 
was ignorant of the law and offence. 

Jesse Swanagan; assault and battery with intent to kill; 
sentenced at the April Term, 1875, at the Circuit Court of Wil- 
kinson county, to three (3) years confinment in the State Pen- 
itentiary. Pardoned 12th of October, 1877. 

Recommended by W. H. Noble, C. P. Nelson, and many citi- 
zens of Wilkinson county. Reason: The convict has nearly 
served out his term of imprisonment and is pardoned on ac- 
count of most exemplary prison deportment. 

George Walton; Murder; sentenced to be hanged on Friday, 
the 19th day of October, 1877. Reprieved until Friday, the 
6th day of November A. D., 1877. . 

Petition signed by six (6) of thepetitit jury, Hon. George 
W. Harper, and quite a number of citizens of Hinds county, 
asking that Walton’s sentence be commuted to imprisonment 
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in the Penitentiary. The reprieve for four weeks is granted 
and ordered to give an opportunity to investigate the merits 
of the petition. i 

Nancy Miller; Grand Larceny; sentenced at the October 
Term, 1877, of the Circuit Court of Tate county, to one (1) 
year’s confinement in the State Penitentiary. Pardoned Octo- 
ber 22d, 1877. 

Recommended by the presiding Judge, District-Attorney, 
and all the members of the Grand Jury. Reasons: Thecon- 
vict is of pitiable weakness of mind, and was impelled to com- 
mit the offense by another. 

Walter Riley; Murder; sentenced at the September Term, 
1877, of the Circuit Court of Kemper county, to be hanged on 
the 9th day of November, 1877. Reprieved until Friday, De- 
cember 7, 1877. 

Recommended by Hon. T. C. Catchings, Thomas H. Woods, 
J. P. Walker and A. G. Horn., Reason: It is believed Riley 
knows the parties concerned in the attempted assassination in 
December 1876, and the assassination in April, 1877, and the 
reprieve is granted with the belief that he will make a full con- 
fession. 

Nathan Simmons; murder; sentenced at ‘the March Term, 
1877, ut the Circuit Court of Madison county, to be hanged. 
Commuted the sentence of death to imprisonment for life in 
the State Tea November 14th, 1877. 

Granted upgrFthe recémmendation of Hon. S. S. Calhoon 
(presiding Judge: :) who states that he is thoroughly impressed 
with the belief that the witnesses did not speak the truth fully, | 
and that if they had done so, a struggle at the time of the kill- 
ing, at which the deceased was the aggressor, would have been 
developed. 

Emanuel Liberty, manslaughter. Sentenced at the October 
term, 1876, of the Circuit court of Wilkinson county, to (2) 
two years ‘confinement i in the State Toutendiy, Pardoned 
14th day of November, 1877 

Recommended by H. S. VanEaton, James W. Shattuck, a 
number of the Grand Jury, and by all the members of the 
petit jury. Reason: The verdict of the jury was rendered upon 
a state of facts usually followed by a verdict of not guilty, 
and which, in the language of the Supreme Court affirming the 
judgement, aay orabl y shows technical guilt. 

Johan Eddy, assault and battery, with intent to kill, Sen- 
tenced on the 27th day of September, 1877, before Hon, L. M. 
Lowenburg, a Justice of the Peace in the county of Warren, 
and sentenced to (3) three months imprisonment in the county 
jail. Pardoned November 14th, 1877. 

Recommended by Hon. L. M! Lowenburg, J. P.. and Upton 
M. Youug, Judge of Circuit Court, W. C. Pegram, Attorney 
for prosecution, and T. G. Birchett, M. D., “Jail Physician. 
Reason: The pardon is granted upon the certificate of Eddy’s 
sickness. 
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Joseph Brown, perjury. Sentenced at the Oetober term. 


1875, of the Circuit Court of Lee county, to (2) years confine- - 


ment in the State Penitentiary. Pardoned 15th day of No- 
vember, 1877. 

Granted upon petition of M. Lewis, Clerk of Bolivar county. 
The convict’s deportment has been most exemplary. His time 
will expire within a few weeks. . 

William Gray, bigamy. Sentenced at the October term, 
1877, of the Circuit Court of Holmes county, to (1) one.year’s 
confinement in the State Penitentiary. Pardoned November 
22d, 1877. i 

Recommended by the Presiding Judge, and District Attor- 
ney, H. S. Hooker and C. V. Gwin, and many other citizens 
of Holmes county. Reason: Gray, who is an ignorant colored 
man, acting under advice, obtained license to marry, being en- 
tirely ignorant of the fact, that having lived with another 
woman sinee about 1865, the law had made them man and wife. 

W. W. Alston, forgery. Sentenced at the September term, 
1876, of the Circuit Court of Clay county, to ten (10) years 
confinement in the State Penitentiary. Pardoned December 
10, 1877. x 

Recommended by Hon. James M. Arnold, (Judge), Hon. R. 
O. Reynolds, S. M. Meek, Hon. Wiley M. West, District At- 
torney, two members of the jury, most of the officers of Clay 
county, and a large number of citizens. Reason: The offense 
was committed when Alston was only (18) eighteen years old. 


The convict is thoroughly penitent, and has already been se-- 


verely punished. His aged mother’s life is endangered by 
longer imprisonment of her son. 

Helen McLean, murder. Sentenced at the March term, 1877, 
of the Circuit Court of Attala, to be hung. Sentence com- 
muted to imprisonment for life in the State Penitentiary. 

Recommended by William Cothran, (Judge), Hon. Jason 
Niles, Henry C. Niles, C. H. Campbell, and many other citizens 
of Attala county. Reason: Four persons (two men and two 
women ) were convicted of murder, and sentenced to be hanged. 
The Supreme Court reversed the judgment asto one of the 
women, and affirmed it as to the remaining three parties. Helen 
McLean is a woman of weak mind, and the only evidence of 
her participation in the crime, was her presence at the time. 
The ends of justice will be fully met by the execution of the 
parties who planned and executed the deed. 

John Graham, malicious mischief. Sentenced. by Hon. M. 
M. Musgrove, Justice of the Peace of Neshoba county, to pay 
a fine of two hundred doliars. Pardoned 24th day of Decem- 
ber, 1877. 

Recommended by M. M. Musgrove, J. P., J. E. Simmons, 
prosecutor; C. A. Brand, J. C. Gully, and many of the citizens 
of Neshoba county. Reason: The conviction was had under 
section 2,709 of the Code. The offense was, removing two 
houses which the accused believed to be his property. He 
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has since paid the full value of the houses. Graham is an old 
man, very poor, and utterly unable to pay the fine. 

William Nolin, assault and battery. Sentenced at the Sep- 
tember term, 1877, of the Circuit Court of Benton county, to 
six months confinement in the county jail. Pardoned Decem- 
ber 29th, 1877. 

Recommended by the presiding Judge, George Phillips, W. 
S. Featherston, William Agness, R. J. Sharp, and many of the 
citizens of the neighborhood, Reason: Nolen has served over 
half his term. The pardon is granted on account of the des- 
titute and suffering condition of his family. 


RECAPITULATION. 
Total number of pardons, commutations, etc., issued 
during 1877........... E e IAA S keniana 49 
Out of Penitentiary...... KENAR AIS PEP peeve’ AS 33 
Out of county jailSs...sssseseseseorsreseseoreseeetesesasroene 9 
Death sentences commuted to life imprisonment... 4 
Death sentences reprieved..esseessesessrreseereres VE 
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Adams, .... 
Alcorn ..... 


Calhoun.... 
Carroll, .... 
Chickasaw.. 
Choctaw.... 
Claiborne... 
Clarke. .... 
Clay........ 
Coahoma. .. 
Copiah. .... 
Covington .. 
DeSoto ... 

Franklin. ... 
Greene. .... 


Grenada . 


Hancock. .. 
Harrison. :. 


Issaquena .. 
Itawamba... 
Jackson .... 
Jasper. .... 
Jefferson. .. 
Joues...... 
Kemper .... 
Lafayette. .. 
Lauderdale. . 
Lawrence... 


Lincoln 


Lowndes.... 
Madison.... 
Marion. .... 
Marshall. . 
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1150 
723 
1819 
1563 
1163 
705 
1252 
1719 
1418 
490 
2000 
593 
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853 
279 
1485 
517 
826 
3375 
2707 
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1659 
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Monroe ..../ 2203} 2162) 2190) 2188 2197; 2196} 2199 
Montgomery| 1207) 1211) 1216) 1212) 1211| 1215) 1219 
Neshoba ...; 609! 572; 620! 619) 626; G19! 620 
Newton.. ; ¢67| 666; 669: 669, 669; 669; 669 
Noxubee. ..| 1649! 1639; 1645) 1645! 1645) 1645! 1638 
Oktibbeha. .. 989 938 989} 986 986 982 985 
Panola. ....| 1887! 1870! 1911! 1912; 1921) 1914) 1896 
Pear] ...... 189 185 189 189 189 188 108 
Perry.. .... 466 465 466 456 366 465 465 
Pike. ...... 1867) 1313) 1337) 1874) 1379! 1376) 1377 
Pontotoc. ..| 1686; 1673; 1690; 1689} 1691) 1673) 1702 
Prentiss ....| 1931) 1921| 1928} 1926] 1928| 1929 1931 
Quitman....| 274) 274) 281) 274, 274| 274) 974 
Rankin. ....| 2242) 2214) 2244) 99438) 2945) 2934) 9936 
Scott. ...... ~ 614 587 6138 613 613 614; 605 
Sharkey .... 163} 163) 163) 163) 163) 163) 163 
Simpson . ..| 63J} 631) 163) 631} 631) 631) 631 
Smith . ....! 1114; 1081} 1113) 1112) 1113) 1114) 1113 
Sumner...../ 1051! 1043} 1053) 1054! 1053) 1054) 1053 
Sunflower... 542} 535, 542) 542] 540) 585]. 54l 
Tallahatchie. 773 733 T131.. T73 773 7738 TTA 
Tate.. ..... 2702|! 2689- 2703; 2704| 2704 2705 2704 
Tippab .....| 1729 1568; 1727, 1726; 1727| 1724| 1732 
Tishomingo. 1332) 1275) 1315| 1315) 1319} 1815) 1326 
Tunica. .... 981) 980) 980- 979; 980 980) 980 
Union...... 1582| 1566) 1587; 1596! 1585) 1590) 1588 
Warreh..... 3039! 3004! 3004) 2990) 2982) 3026) 2891 
Washington.| ° 819} 821! 820; 822) 820; 820) 820 
Wayne...... 425 424 427 4:27 427 440; 446 
Wilkinson ..! 1694; 1689; 1693) 1695) 1695! 1695) 1695 
Winston.... 955) 890! 955) 954): 955) 954) 955 
Yalobusha..| 2583| 2481! 2581) 2518) 2880; 2585) 2583 
Yazoo...... 2259) 2299 2313) 1218) 2317, 23294) 2327 


97,727| 96,287] 98,715] 97,854! 98,860| 99,012) 98,845 


